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NOTE:  All speakers and topics are subject to change Ö ITNS and TRIO Session Schedules and exhibitor information will be distributed at the registration tables upon arrival. 

9:00 amð10:15 am 
 

Ethical Issues in Bio-Med Research Funding & 

Americaôs Organ Donor Crisis 
 

Richard Darling, DDS, is President and CEO of the 

Fair Foundation, author of the biographical book,  

Coma Life, and member of the Board of Directors of 

United Organ Transplant Association.  He has made 

similar  presentations 321 times across the US and has  

attracted a large following of transplant surgeons and 

other medical professionals within the transplant  

community.  Dr. Darling is an advocate of the concept 

of Financial Incentives to promote an increase in organ 

and tissue donations in the United States. 

8:45 amð9:00 am 
 

TRIO Welcome & Introduction  

Overview of the Day 

 
Wednesday and Thursday, September 24-25, 2008 · Millennium Hotel  St. Louis, Mo. 

 

TRIO Symposium Registration and Sessions  

TRANSPLANT 

RECIPIENTS 

INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION 

WEDNESDAY   September 24            
Registration open 5:30 pmð7:00 pm                                                                                 

7:00ð9:30 pm  
 

TRIO Board of Directors Meeting.   
All Members of TRIO welcome to attend. 

7:30 amð8:45 am 
 

ITNS/TRIO Continental Breakfast  

Exhibitors / Silent Auction 

THURSDAY    September 25     
Registration area open 7:30 amð5:00 pm 

5:30ð7:00 pm  
 

ITNS Sponsored Welcome Reception 

10:15 amð10:45 am 
 

ITNS/TRIO Refreshment Break  

Exhibits / Silent Auction 

3:00 pmð3:30 pm 
 

ITNS/TRIO Refreshment Break  
Exhibits / Silent Auction 

10:45 amðNoon 
 

The Washington Transplant Roundtable 

What Congress is doing about transplantation 

 

Linda Cheatham, CPA, previous member of TRIOôs 
National Board of Directors, President of TRIO  
National Capital Area Chapter and a voting member of 
the Washington, DC based Transplant Roundtable. 
Lindaôs speech will include a summary of transplant-
related bills in Congress.  She will discuss where the 
bills stand, what they will do, and what YOU can do to 
help yourself and other transplant patients.  

3:30 pmð4:30 pm 
 

Donor Families Roundtable Interactive Discussion 
 

Tom and Joanne Kasprzak are a donor family who  
donated the organs of their 15 year old daughter, Mary, 
and Karry Keenan is the recipient whose life was 
saved by  receiving Maryôs heart.  Tom, Joanne and 
Kerry will talk about the unique journey that they all 
experienced. 
Jim and Pam GleasonðJim is a heart recipient and 
Pam is a donor Mom. Together, this recently married 
couple present an inspiring and educational story about 
organ donation and how this act of donation affected 
their lives together. 

5:00 pmð6:00 pm 
 

TRIO Wine and Cheese Reception 
Tree of Life Ceremony 

 

Come and socialize with the ITNS and TRIO members. 
Enjoy a beverage and cheese treat in a very relaxed 
atmosphere.  For the Tree of Life Ceremony, please 
bring a memento to hang on the tree. You will be able 
to retrieve it at the close of the ceremony. 

7:00 pmð10:00 pm 
 

ITNS/TRIO Social Event (additional fees required) 
 

River Boat Cruise - Step on board the Becky Thatcher 
River Boat for a dinner cruise on the Mississippi River. 
Your Captain will transport you back to a time when 
steamboats ruled the Mississippi.  This 19th century 
replica steamboat combines the charm of the 1800s 
with modern conveniences of today.  Your 3 hour 
cruise will include dinner, drinks, and spectacular 
views of the St. Louis City Skyline. 

 

Space is limited so reserve your place on the  
River Boat Cruise today! 

 

TRIO Registrant:  $60.00    Guest: $60.00 

                                      THURSDAY   September 25  (cont.)   

Noonð5:30 pm 
 

Exhibitor Move-in 

Noonð1:30 pm 
 

ITNS/TRIO L UNCHEON   
 

Creative License:  How Entertainment Television  
Persuades People to Not Donate Organs 

 

Susan Morgan, PhD, is Associate Professor in the  

Department of Communication at Purdue University 

and considered to be one the foremost experts in the US 

in the field of adverse media presentation and its effects 

on organ donation.  Dr. Morgan is a founding member 

of Donate Life Hollywood and sits on their advisory 

board committee as the TRIO National representative.  

1:30 pmð2:45 pm 
 

Depression in Post Transplant patients & ED  

problems with transplant recipients and  

people waiting for a transplant 
 

Stacy Bower, RN,  MN, CNS, FNPC,  Psychiatric 
Nurse Practitioner who specializes in working with  
organ transplant recipients at UCLA Medical Center 
Los  Angeles, CA.  Stacy also maintains a private  
practice for adolescent and adult  transplant patients.  

Shaded green sessions 

 indicate ITNS & TRIO attendance 



NOTE:  All speakers and topics are subject to change Ö ITNS and TRIO Session Schedules and exhibitor information will be distributed at the registration tables upon arrival. 

 

TRIO Symposium Registration and Sessions  

Friday, September 26, 2008 · Millennium Hotel  St. Louis, Mo. TRANSPLANT 

RECIPIENTS 

INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION 

         FRIDAY   September 26  (Registration area open 7:30 amð4:30 pm)  

7:00 amð8:00 am 
 

ITNS/TRIO Continental Breakfast  

Exhibitors / Silent Auction 

3:30 pmð4:00 pm 
 

ITNS/TRIO Refreshment Break  
Exhibitors / Silent Auction 

4:00 pmð5:00 pm 
 

Bryan Stewart, Vice President of Communications at 
One Legacy, President of Donate Life California,  

Chairman of the Donate Life Rose Parade Float Committee  
Tenaya Wallace, Director of Donate Life Hollywood.   

 

The Donate Life Hollywood Consortium was designed 
to significantly decrease storylines that perpetuate key 
donation and transplantation myths. By targeting televi-
sion dramas produced in Los Angeles and New York, 
this initiative offers writers accurate, inspiring, and real
-life portrayals of organ and tissue donation. By helping 
writers accurately reflect the donation and transplanta-
tion process through more compelling storylines, Do-
nate Life Hollywood inspires greater public support and 
acceptance for organ and tissue donation. Bryan Stew-
art will present the January 1, 2009 Donate Life Rose 
Parade Float which is viewed by hundreds of millions 
of television viewers around the world. This yearly 
float helps spread the word about organ and  tissue do-
nation worldwide by featuring donor families and  or-
gan and tissue recipients riding on the float.  

12:15ð1:30 pm 
 

ITNS/TRIO L UNCHEON 

The Nicholas Effect:   

How a Young Boy Saved Thousands of Lives 

Reg Green, Columnist, Motivational Speaker and a 
Donor Family Member, was the father of Nicholas 
Green, who 10 years ago, was shot by bandits in Italy 
and declared brain dead.  Reg and his family opened up 
organ donation as an accepted practice in Italy. 

1:30 pmð2:30 pm 
 

Dermatology and the Transplant Recipient 

 

Summer R. Youker, M.D., Assistant Professor at the 

St. Louis University School of Medicine Department of 

Dermatology, will discus the significance of increasing 

skin cancer in transplant recipients and also address the  

tremendous problem of lack of information being  

supplied to transplant recipients regarding the danger of 

post transplant skin cancer. In September, 2008, Dr. 

Youker will join the staff and faculty of the University 

of California Medical School. California Davis Medical 

School. Dr. Youker was a featured presenter at the  

recent 66th Annual Academy of Dermatology.  

2:30 pmð3:30 pm 
 

Educating and Preparing the Dialysis Patient for the 

Choices Available in Organ Transplantation  
 

Nicole Mendez Pinkerton, M. A. is Consultant in  

Development and Education of the National Institute of 

Transplantation  Mrs. Pinkerton developed a pilot  

education program for dialysis patients that have been 

listed or are interested in being listed for a kidney or 

kidney pancreas transplant. The patient is educated on 

the choices of living donor vs. cadaveric donor,  

becoming proactive in their healthcare both pre  

transplant and post transplant. 

6:00 pmð10:00 pm 
 

ITNS/TRIO Social Event (additional fees required) 
 

St. Louis Cardinals Baseball GameðBusch Stadium 
Take me out to the Ball Game!  Join us for a game between 

the 2006 World Series Champion St. Louis Cardinals as they 

take on the Cincinnati Reds at 7:15 pm.  Enjoy a private,  

pre-game event of drinks and appetizers at the beautiful new 

Busch Stadium. 

 

TRIO Registrant:  $50.00    Guest: $50.00  

8:00 amð8:30 am 
 

 ITNS Welcome/Introductions/Flag Ceremony 

TRIO members invited to attend. 

Shaded green sessions 

 indicate ITNS & TRIO attendance 

8:30 amð9:30 am 
 

ITNS Keynote Presentation 

Courageous Leadership 
 

Sharon Pappas, RN, PhD, CNAA is Chief Nursing 

Officer at Centura Health-Porter Adventist Hospital in 

Denver, Colorado.  TRIO members invited to attend. 

9:30 amð10:00 am 
 

ITNS/TRIO Refreshment Break  

Exhibitors / Silent Auction 

10:00 amðNoon 
 

A Debate on the Proôs and Conôs of  
ñFinancial Incentives To Help Increase  
Organ Donation In The United Statesò 

 

On the Pro side:  Thomas Peters M.D.  Richard  
Darling DDS and an organ transplant candidate  
waiting on the UNOS list. 
  

On the Con side:  Thomas Falsey, Living Kidney  
Donor and Member OPTN/UNOS Living Donor  
Committee, a representative from the NKF and an 
organ transplant candidate waiting on the UNOS list. 
 

This debate will discuss such issues as financial  
incentives, both general and limited in scope, Presumed 
Consent, Online altruistic  organ and donor registry and 
the  UNOS position on limited  test studies on the effect 
of financial incentives on increasing organ donations. 



NOTE:  All speakers and topics are subject to change Ö ITNS and TRIO Session Schedules and exhibitor information will be distributed at the registration tables upon arrival. 

TRANSPLANT 

RECIPIENTS 

INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION 

7:00 amð7:30 am 
 

ITNS/TRIO Continental Breakfast  

Exhibitors / Silent Auction 

7:30 amð8:30 am 
 

Moving Into Wellness 

Keeping Healthy After Transplant  
 

Vanessa Underwood, BS, CSCS, AFAA, ACSM, 

CES,  A two time living kidney  recipient and a  

certified professional fitness consultant.  She will  

present a program discussing the benefits of regular 

exercise, counteracting side effects, ways to keep  

patients motivated, a Multidisciplinary Approach to 

Recovery and will teach the attendees interactive  

exercises specifically designed for transplant recipients. 

9:00 amð10:15 am 
 

Patient Rights  

The Medicare and Medicaid Programs 
 

Pia Scarfó Allocca, Ph.D., Medicare and Medicaid 

Assistance Program Director at the Medicare Rights 

Center, has almost a decade of experience in research, 

policy and field work in Latin America and Europe.  

Dr. Allocca will discus the current Medicare and   

Medicaid Programs in the United States and how they 

can benefit those men, women and children before and 

after they have received their organ transplant.  
 

This presentation will be interactive with audience 

questions being addressed by Dr. Allacca. 

2:30 pmð3:30 pm (Room A) 
 

Advances In Transplant Medications 
 

Drew Silverman, PharmD. Transplant Residency  
Director and Pharmacotherapy Specialist, Abdominal 
Transplant Program, Tampa Hospital, Tampa, FL. An 
interactive discussion with the expert. 

- - - - - - - - - - 

2:30 pmð3:30 pm (Room B) 
 

Fighting Back by Speaking Out:  
Letôs Talk About the Hard Stuff  

 

Vanessa Underwood, BS,CSCS, AFAA, ACSM, CES 
Cancer Survivor &  Cancer Exercise Expert. An 
interactive open forum FOR WOMEN  to share their  
cancer journey with other women regarding the physi-
cal and emotional challenges of dealing with female 
cancers and the ñcancersò that have no pink ribbons! 

 

TRIO Symposium Registration and Sessions  

Saturday, September 27, 2008 · Millennium Hotel  St. Louis, Mo. 

10:45 amðNoon 
 

Interactive Audience Participation Discussionð 
The Important and Necessary Aftercare Required  

by the Transplant Recipient 
 

Led by Elizabeth Rubin, TRIO National Immediate 

Past President, Member of TRIO National Board of 

Directors and a long term liver transplant recipient and 

her Caregiver husband, Bruce Rubin.  Elizabeth and 

Bruce will moderate an interactive discussion by  

transplant recipients concerning the problems and ñpit 

fallsò that many transplant recipients experience in 

their long term aftercare.  

        SATURDAY   September 27   (Registration area open 7:30 amðNoon) 

Noonð1:30 pm 
 

ITNS/TRIO L UNCHEON 
Extending the Gift of Life- 

Realizing Our Potential in 2008 
 

Dr. Robert S.D. Higgins, Newly Elected President of 
OPTN/UNOS, is Chairman of the Department of  
Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery at Rush  
Presbyterian St. Lukesô Medical Center, Chicago, IL. 
He is a specialist in Adult Cardiac Surgery with  
interests in heart transplantation, preserving lung tissue 
for transplantation and health economics and policy. 

3:30 pmð4:00 pm 
 

ITNS/TRIO Refreshment Break  
Exhibitors / Silent Auction 

1:30 pmð2:30 pm 
 

Proôs and Conôs of  
Islet Cell Pancreas Transplantation 

 

Peter Stock, M.D., Kidney and Pancreas Transplant 
Surgeon at UCSF Medical School, heads the human 
islet cell program.  He is the Chairman of the OPTN/
UNOS Kidney Committee, Chairman of the  KARS 
Committee, which is writing the new proposed UNOS 
Kidney Allocation Policy and also sits on the UNOS 
Pancreas Committee.  He is a frequent presenter on 
issues related to transplantation and immunosuppres-
sant medications required by all transplant recipients. 

4:00 pmð5:00 pm 
 

Closing Ceremonies and ITNS Awards Presentations 
 

A joint closing ceremony with ITNS and TRIO  
Presentation of awards by the ITNS  

Closing speaker  Jessica Melore  
 

Jessica at the age of 16, received a heart transplant. 
During her stay in the transplant hospital, she had to 
have one of her legs amputated and while recovering 
developed Non-Hodgkinôs Lymphoma. Her determina-
tion to survive allowed her to beat all road blocks 
placed in her path. She graduated from high school and 
went on to graduate from Princeton University with 
High Honors. Jessica now works as a Senior Develop-
ment and Programs Officer at the New Jersey Sharing 
Network and is a renowned motivational speaker for 
organ and tissue donation.     

10:15 amð10:45 
 

ITNS/TRIO Refreshment Break 

Exhibitors / Silent Auction 

Shaded green sessions 

 indicate ITNS & TRIO attendance 




