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Gr eat Outcome For The GTCOs Ei
IN THIS ISSUE: . .
oFace of Transplantati o
e GTCO6s Eighth
Annual The GTC held itdés eighth Recovery and Education
Symposium, annual symposium on Our speaker list in- (CORE).
Friday May 15th Friday May 15th. An ex- cluded:

e THANKYOU To
Our Symposium
Sponsors and
Exhibitors

e Family House

GTC News

Golden Triangle Chapter- International Transplant Nurses Society

cellent turnout of local and
regional transplant profes-
sional s. Thi

Our host Nancy Stitt, RN,
BSN&Curn@re GTC\Prasi-
dent and Co-Founder of
the International Trans-
plant Nurses Society.

Robert L Kormos, MD,

Carlene A. Muto, MD, MS
I Director of Infection
Control and Hospital Epi-
demiology at UPMC. Dr.
Muto shared with us her
secrets of taking control
and managing c-diff infec-
tions.

e Astellas nos.
Transplant FAHA, _FRCS| Dlrecto_r of
Website Thoracic Transplantation Our Keynote Speaker on

e Liverwalk June
7th at the
Pittsburgh Zoo

UPCOMING EVENTS

e Dinner Meeting
July 8, 2009

e GTC Board of
Director ds
tions

posium was held at the
Holiday Inn in Oakland.
We had a lineup of amaz-
ing speakers and topics
for this year.

The symposium was
opened up by the newly
appointed chief of trans-
plant surgery at UPMC Dr
Abhinav Humar, MD.

EIl ec -

and the Atrtificial Heart
Program at UPMC. Dr.
Kormos shared his experi-
ence in artificial heart/
assist devices and up-
coming trends in the fasci-
nating field of heart trans-
plantation.

Paul Lignoski, CPTC,
CEBTI Director of Cor-
neal Transplantation and
Research Services, as
well as the Director of
Donor Referral Services
for the Center for Organ

Face Transplantation was
Bijan Eghtesad, MDi
Transplant and Hepatobil-
iary Surgeon at the Cleve-
land Clinic. Dr Eghtesad
and his team at Cleveland
Clinic are literally chang-
ing the face of transplant
patients who suffered
maladies or traumas.

Another Keynote Speaker
was the well known Reg
Green, father of Nicholas
Green and the President
of the Nicholas Green

Save the Date - GTC Dinner Meeting in July 2009

The GTC will be holding in sum- 5:15pm with dinner to follow at
mer educational offering on 6:00 pm

Wednesday July 8th, 2009.
The location will be atidia's
Restaurant on 1400 Smallman
Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.

12pm; and all cancellations
after June 30th will be charged

) a $25 fee.
There will beno chargefor

ITNS/GTC memberdNon-
member attendance will be

Following our dinner there will
be a brief meeting and our

$25. Unregistered members basket ORaffled whi
Enzon Pharmaceuticals will also have $25 fee. the GTC educational grant
fund.

Please RSVP your name to Kim
Risch by June 30th 12pm at
RischKM@upmc edu.

Our speaker will be Peter
Linden, M.D., D.M.D. and he
will be sharing his experience
on oOlnvasive
in Solid

We hope to see you there!

Fulﬂ) % nlng/org |za&|onal ns
Bl e

Transpl
p asons no reservatlgns WI|Fbe

Registration will begin at accepted after June 30th
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The Pittsburgh
Post Gazette in-
terviewed our
keynote speaker
Reg Green. Click
the picture of Reg
to get the story.

Symposium (continued)

Foundation. He shared with
us his heartfelt (and tearful)
story and how the gift of his
sonds organ

ally saved thousands of
lives in Italy.

Everyone will remember the
interactive assessment of
the participants learning by
Nancy Stitt and the
AClickerso.

All attendees received 6.5

Message from the Editor

Hello and welcome to the NEW
GTC Newsletter. Unofficially we
have called it the GTC news.
The Newsletter and Web Site
Committee has been meeting
monthly and we have pulled
our June 2009 Issue together.
From our very first meeting we
wanted to impress on the mem-

bers that this vad@upmeedu News| et -
tero and it should be represen-
tative of O0AIlI of our Member so

and oAl Il of t hg Ar ea
Hospital ds Tr an:;

nityoé. With thi n d ;

our committee members will be
seeking information contacts
from our area members in their
respective transplant depart-
ments. Please take a few min-
utes of your time and share
your happenings and other
news with us. We are con-

stantly in the need of content
that will help keep our mem-
bers up to date and informed.

The GTC Board of Directors are
here to serve our membership.
Feel free to email your news-
worthy information, comments
and suggestions to: Tim Dono-
van RN, CCTC abono-

CEUs and an INTS portfolio
to help keep things organ-

ized.

donat.i
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on |liter-

Community

- The Family House

The Golden Triangle Chap-
ter has identified Family
House as our commu-

nity initiative this year.

At each of our dinner
meetings, we will be
collecting non -

Family House has
opened its doors to pa-
tients and their families
in 1983, providing them
with comfortable, af-
fordable surroundings
while they undergo spe-
perishable items as part cialized treatment at the
ofour i Fami | y H o Ritslkurgh area Hospi-
Pantry DrAtoure 0 tals.
March dinner meeting,

we collected approxi-

mately 8 boxes of food

for Family House

McKee. Please feel free

to bring your non -

perishable food donation

with you to our July din-

ner meeting on

Wednesday July 8th, Click The Neville House
2009 being held at f Inf Hi
Lydi aés Restau QONEE oril\/lrgrenormalon

the Strip District.


mailto:donovant@upmc.edu
mailto:donovant@upmc.edu
http://www.familyhouse.org/
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09144/972422-114.stm

The organizing committee
and members of the Golden
Triangle Chapter of ITNS
would like to thank our
Sponsors and Exhibitors for
their generosity in this chal-
lenging economy. We wish
to thank them for support-
ing this symposium and for
their ongoing support and
commitment to the trans-
plant nursing specialty. We
truly appreciate your help in
making this symposium
possible.

Diamond Level

Astellas Pharma US, Inc.
Ali Issa

Contact:
Ali.Issa@us.astellas.com

Platinum Level

Roche

Doug Doehring

Contact: doug-
las.doehring@roche.com

Silver Level

Thoratec Corporation
Briget Morrison and Darla
Ergen

Contact:
briget.morrison@thoratec.c
om

XDx Inc.

Eileen Stanford
Contact: estan-
ford@XDx.com

Bronze Level

Cylex, Inc.

Dan Foust

Contact: dfoust@cylex.net

Wyeth Pharmaceuticals
Mark Wasko

Contact: Was-
kom@wyeth.com

Symposium Sponsors and Exhibitors
A Sincere Thank YOU !lI!

Miller Pharmacal Group,
Inc.

Stephen Wonsil

Contact:
steve@millerpharmacal.co
m

Portfolios

University of Pittsburgh
Medical Center
Thomas E.Starzl Trans-
plantation Institute

Breakfast and Snacks
Thoratec Corporation

Lunch
Astellas Pharma US, Inc.

Exhibitors and Support-
€rs
* Unable to be present

Enzon Pharmaceuticals*
Clyde Harris

Contact:
clyde.harris@enzon.com

Chartwell-Pennsylvania
Gregg Petrillo

Contact:
GreggP@upmc.edu

Critical Care Systems

Terri Bodnar and Karen
Schultz

Contact: tbod-
nar@criticalcaresystems.co
m

Norwin Specialty Pharmacy
Rich Wagner

Contact: norwinphar-
macy@verizon.net

Heartland I.V. Pharmacy
Jeff Upton

Contact: jupton@hcr-
manorcare.com
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Management Science As-
sociates*

Ed Smith

Contact: esmith@msa.com

CORE (Center for Organ
Recovery and Education)
Richard Eastman and Mary
Alice King

Www.core.org

TRIO Pittsburgh

Rich Koper (Chapter Presi-
dent) and Rudy Molnar
Contact Kim Krebs:
krebs@trio-pittsburgh.org

National Kidney Foundation
Team Pittsburgh
Georgene Thomas

American Liver Foundation
Suzanna Masartis and Kara
Hartner

Contact: khart-
ner@liverfoundation.org

International Transplant
Nurses Society

Pam Vogel and Linda Ma-
son (ITNS staff)

Contact Beth Kassalen,
Executive Director:
itns@msn.com

Jewelry and Gifts by Re-
becca

Rebecca Neiderer

Contact: Re-
becca@jewelryandgiftsbyre
becca.com
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The Organ Procurement
and Transplantation Net-

Update Your Links and Bookmarks: Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network (OPTN) Transitions To New Web Site

mation and resources
about organ donation and

work (OPTN) has changed transplantation.

its address and improved
its Web site. The new site
can now be found dittp://
optn.transplant.hrsa.gov
Although the
www.optn.orgaddress

will include a redirect to
the new site, we encour-
age you to check your
links and bookmarks.

Compliant with federal
Section 508, the OPTN
Web site provides the
most current U.S. dona-
tion and transplantation
data, and includes infor-

People On The Move

We like to acknowledge the
many accomplishments of our
members. If you have some-
thing you would like to share;
please email your information
to our editor Tim Donovan at
donovant@upmec.edu

Our People on the Move

Eileen SchmittMetzf
UPMC: received the 2008
ACES Winner: UPMC's
Award for Commitment
and Excellence in Service
in October 2008.

e Deeann Seegefi AGH:
passed the CCTC exam on
March 27, 2009.

e Crystal McCormick UPMC:
Passed the CCTC exam on
April 24, 2009

e Pat Folk and Beth Kallen-
born - UPMC: were recog-
nized for their involvement

with the
ing Scope and Standards
Task Forceo

Pins at the Awards Cere-
mony on May 12, 2009

0OTrans

The site's design was up-
dated to coordinate with
Health Resources and Ser-
vices Administration's
(HRSA) family of Web
sites.

The OPTN is operated
under contract with the
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services,
Health Resources and Ser-
vices Administration, Di-
vision of Transplantation
by the United Network for
Organ Sharing (UNOS).

Astellas Launches Transplant
Website

Astellas (the makers of prograf) launched the
Astellas Transplant Website,
www.astellastransplant.com .This website pro-
vides information for patients, clinicians and care-
givers of transplant recipients. Astellas continues
to provide an on-going commitment to the trans-
plant community; from the organ donors who
make transplant possible, to every member of the
transplant team that helps make the transplant a
success.

For Additional Information Contact:

Ali Issa

Astellas Pharma US, Inc

Sy Exdcuthid Répresentative I, Immunology

and Gedified;FieldTrainer

2112 Brooke St. Culloden, WV 25510
Cell 3046385756

Fax 3047435146

Email: Ali.Issa@us.astellas.com

Paged
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mailto:donovant@upmc.edu
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The GTC will be awarding
educational grants up to the
amount of $300.00. A total of (BOD):
ten educational grants are o
available this year ($3,000.00).
We encourage our members t@
take advantage of this opportu-
nity to obtain assistance with
(this is not an all inclusive list):e
e Continuing Education

e Patient/Family Teaching

applicant.

Materials

e Transplantation Literature. GTC- ITNS Educational

e CCTC Test Preparation
Materials 1.

e Academic Efforts

e Other Educational Offer-

ings

You must be a member of the
GTC to apply for a grant.

The Financial need of the

How the grant will help
advance knowledge / skills$3. Only one Conference Regis-
in transplant medicine
How the grant may help
improve the quality of life
for our patients /families

2009 Educational Grants Available !!!
Postmark / Email Deadline June 30, 2009

Italy

Factors that are considered byare not eligible for grants.
the GTC Board of Directors

1. 2. A maximum grant
amount of $300.00 will be
awarded per individual or
group, with $3000.00 total
to be awarded in 2009.

tration Fee will be awarded per
calendar year

4. Grants will not be awarded
to defray travel expenses to
conferences.

5. Current GTATNS officers

Grant Selection Criteria:

and Board Members are not

Active member of ITNS }
and the Golden Triangle 6. Absolutely NO exceptions
Chapter who has demon- to the deadline date!

eligible for grants.

strated a commitmentto /- If Grants are not processed
ITNS and its mission. As or claimed by December 1,

per the associate GTC
member guide"nesy assocfirawn and returned to the edu-

2009, the grant will be with-

ate GTC members from cational fund.

The American Liver Foundation -Successful Liver Life Walk
Raises Awareness and Funds to Help Fight Liver Disease

June 9, 2009 - The Allegheny Divi-
sion of the American Liver Foun-
dation hosted their 6th Annual
Liver Life Walk at The Pittsburgh
Z00 & PPG Aquarium this past
Sunday, June 7th. 700 walkers
joined in the efforts to raise
$65,000 to support the mission of
the American Liver Foundation
and help us get closer to a day
free of liver disease.

Presently 30 million Americans
suffer from some form of liver dis-
ease. That is more people than the
combined populations of the 15
largest U.S. cities or 1 in 10 peo-
ple! Since 1976 the American
Liver Foundation has been sup-
porting liver disease research,
education and advocacy efforts
across the country in order to im-

prove treatments and quality of life
for those impacted. Although re-
cent strides regarding liver disease
have been significant, much more
needs to be done.

A group of our ITNS members and
their children participated in the
walk.
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For additional information on
other ALF functions contact:

Kara Hartnerd Event Manager
Allegheny Division

American Liver Foundation

100 W. Station Square Drive

Suite 215

Pittsburgh, Pa 15219

Phone: 412-434-7077

Email: khartner@liverfoundation.org



