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throwing a tennis ball, 
stacking and unstacking 
plastic cups and many 
other functions.  
 
Dr Gorantla also provided 
us information on the re-
turn of sensation to the 
transplanted hands; fine 
sensation of touch, hot and 
cold.  
 
The amazing field of hand 
transplantation is being 
pioneered right here in the 
Pittsburgh, Pa area.  The 
GTC is grateful to Drs Go-

rantla and Wachtman for 
sharing their knowledge 
and stories with us  
 
For additional information 
click on the link below:  

Hand Transplantation 
 
To join the GTC and ex-
perience these talks 
ñFirst Handò. Go to: 
 http://www.itns-gtc.org/ 
for an application and 

The GTC held itôs 2009 
fall dinner meeting at the 
Le Mont Restaurant in 
Pittsburghôs beautiful Mt 
Washington. The meeting 
was well attended and a 
good time was had by all.  
 
Our speakers for the eve-
ning were Vijay Gorantla, 
MD and his research fel-
low / plastic surgery resi-
dent Galen Wachtman 
MD. 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Vijay Gorantla is assis-
tant professor of surgery in 
the division of plastic sur-
gery at the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Medi-
cine and administrative 
director of the Pittsburgh 
Composite Tissue  
Allotransplantation (CTA) 
program at UPMC.  
Drs Gorantla and 

Wachtman  provided a 

look into the fascinating 
world of hand transplanta-
tion. During their talks, 
there were many pictures, 
illustrations and video 
footage of the hand trans-
plantation process, immu-
nosupression, physical 
therapies and the function-
ality of the patients that 
have been currently trans-
planted.  
 
Their presentations showed 
us hand transplant patients 
performing very fine motor 
tasks, including placing 
washers and nuts onto 
bolts and turning the nuts 
with their transplanted 
hands. Other videoõs 
showed hand transplant 
patients catching and 

Fall 2009 Dinner Meeting  - Hand Transplant Surgery  

Please join us in welcoming in the ITNS-GTC new Board of Directors who  
were elected into office at our recent election: 

¶ Darlene Lovasik, RN, MN, CCRN, CNRN ï President Elect 

¶ Patty Williams, RN, BSN, MPH ï Treasurer 

¶ Colleen Yost, RN, BSN, CCTC ï Dinner Meeting Chairperson 

¶ Steve Fenner, RN, MA, CCTN ï Journal Club Chairperson 

¶ Tim Donovan, RN, CCTC - Website/Newsletter Director 

Election Results Are IN !!!!! 

Newly Elected Members of the Golden Triangle Chapter Board of Directors 

http://www.upmc.com/mediarelations/newsreleases/2008/pages/hand-transplant.aspx
http://www.itns-gtc.org/


 

Dinner Meeting Photos  
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Help YOUR Chapter 

Join the GTC Newsletter�³Web Site Committee 

 

Are you interested in helping YOUR Golden Trian-
gle Chapter?  
 
Join the Newsletter and Web Site Committee. 
 
Earn 10 Class II CEUs for participating in getting the 
news out to your fellow members. 
 
Meetings are held monthlyðyou must make only 5 
meetings (and participate) to attain the FREE CEUs. 
 
Be a part of the TEAM keeping ITNSôs largest chapter 
moving forward 
 
To Join Simply Send an email to:  
 
Tim Donovan, RN  
Newsletter and Web Site Editor 
 
Click on the name above to send your email. 

Help YOUR Chapter 

Join the Membership Committee 

 

Are you interested in helping YOUR Golden Trian-
gle Chapter?  
 
Join the Membership Committee. 
 
Earn 10 Class II CEUs for participating in retaining and 
recruiting members for your chapter. 
 
Be a part of the TEAM keeping ITNSôs largest chapter 
moving forward 
 
To Join Simply Send an email to:  
 
Chavonne Newman, RN  
Diane Jaynes, RN  
Co-Chairpersonôs of the GTC Membership Committee 
 
Click on the name above to send your email. 
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